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ABSTRACT
Since the overthrow of Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra in 2006, Thailand’s military has proven itself to be a leading player on
the country’s political landscape, second only to the palace. Between 2014 and 2019 Thailand was under military rule and, following
2019 elections, junta leaders succeeded in extending their power through a military-sponsored political party overseeing a ruling
coalition. The Spring 2020 outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic temporarily rationalized the government’s declaration of a state
of emergency through which the military can further sustain its power. However, in 2020, several factors are diminishing the clout
of Thailand’s armed forces: more direct control over the military by the new king; army factionalism, growing civilian outrage
against military privileges amidst an economic downturn, and civilian exhaustion with a military which has ruled Thailand directly
or indirectly from 2014 until today. All of these problems mean that once the coronavirus plague dissipates, civilians will have an
opportunity to unite to pressure change in Thailand while the military is weak and divided.
However, any successful forcing of the Prayuth regime from power and/or reducing armed forces prerogatives may depend upon
whether the palace is supportive of progressive change. For the future, there are three scenarios. First, public demonstrations could
force PM Prayuth from power, followed by a new government from the same coalition or a new election favorable to the Opposition.
Second, public demonstrations lead to highly unpopular, military-enforced martial law (similar to the events of 1971). Third and
less likely, the palace intervenes to pressure the end of the Prayuth regime (similar to the events of 1973 and 1992).
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