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Post-independence political issues in Timor-Leste and
Indonesian West Timor have revealed a previously concealed
diversity of Timorese communities, spaces, and sense of
belonging. This presentation argues that such disagreements
surfaced because the same place holds different meanings for
different groups of people. The history of local communities,
inter-island relations and successive waves of colonial
knowledge production (by the Portuguese, Dutch, Japanese
and Australian, Indonesian and the United Nations) shaped
such competing notions. Based on his archival and
ethnographical research in Timor, Indonesia, Portugal, and
Japan, this presentation outlines the various ways in which
Timor has been emplaced through indigenous polities, race,
historical contacts, territorial border, war, citizenship, ideology,
and knowledge production over the past two centuries.

The presentation follows three main trajectories: The first
demonstrates how post-1974 construction of “East Timor” as in
international human rights campaign shaped the way in which
political identity and resistance were understood by scholars,
media, transnational activists, aid workers, East Timorese, and
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constructed diverse understandings of Timor to reflect the
meanings, values, and worldviews that most suited them.



