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This chapter addresses the methodological challenge of researching multiple modes of humananimal-environmental relationships enacted by different actors in Komodo National Park,
eastern Indonesia. Claiming to be informed by scientific evidence, conservationists and
ecotourism policy-makers have long treated the Komodo dragon (Varanus komodoensis), the
largest living lizard surviving nowhere on earth, as wildlife. The conservation practices hence
aim to separate this animal from local communities, Ata Modo, who have lived there for at
least 2000 years (Verheijen 1987). The government has also planned to designate the national
park as a “Jurassic park,” with the purpose of attracting rich tourists and planned to relocate
the indigenous communities outside the island. This policy which is founded on the separation
of Komodo dragons and humans is a radical departure from the existing relationship between
humans and animals in the Komodo islands. Contrast to such modernist view, the indigenous
people of Komodo Island (known as Ata Modo) perceived Komodo dragon as human kin. In
their cosmologies, the dragon is believed as a twin brother/sister of human, born from the same
mother. Based on a long-term ethnographic research in the park, this research expose the
contrast of such modernist vies to the indigenous mode of intimate human-animal relationship.
It also reflects on the limits of both natural science and anthropology to account for different
epistemologies of human-animal relationships. Furthermore, it raises the possibility of
collaborations between local communities and conservationists in building conservation
science that accounts for multiple epistemologies. The discussion will offer a new approach
that can ultimately contribute to a more grounded transdisciplinary understanding and policy
in Komodo National Park and beyond.
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