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How do states whose officers torture grapple with whether and how to document and 
articulate the practice? Why does how they do that matter? This talk addresses these 
questions via records of torture rendered by cops, lawyers, administrators, prosecutors and 
judges in Thailand, obtained between 2018 and 2023. In these, state officers unevenly 
reflect on violence and its role in statecraft. They communicate about torture, and they 
interpret it. By giving meaning to this type of state violence, they make the state 
meaningful. Though torture might itself be arbitrary and stupid, and lacking in interpretive 
depth, its shallowness and stupidity calls for, and make possible, the hermeneutics to come.
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