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Summary

Crossing borders and transgressing boundaries are two essentially
different activities, yet both bear great relevance to those living in
borderlands. Jones (2012) argues that residents of borderlands
“transgress,” not simply cross, borders. They turn the borderland into a
space of refusal as they do not accept the state’s intention to draw
boundaries between land and people. As residents of borderlands
transgress borders and boundaries, the state struggles to assert its
sovereignty and fears for its “national security”. In its struggle, the state
often acts with little care for the human security of people living in the
borderland. (International) Non-governmental organisations attempt to
fill this void of care. However, these organisations may also operate
from a point of control, display paternalism, and reduce those provided
with care to (forgotten) objects of a humanitarian regime. In the end,
both state and I/NGOs are at risk of exercising violence against
borderland residents through (a lack of) care. In refusal of such (a lack
of) care, the colloquium raises the questions: How can states and
humanitarian organsiations care for and about people living in
borderlands without enacting violence? How do families in borderlands
enact an ethics of care in refusal of violence? Which pathologies of care
persist and arise in an ethics of care understood as “mundane politics”
(Kallio & Hakli, 2019)? Posing these questions, the colloquium suggests
putting forward an ethics of care that starts “at home” (Noddings,
2002). While Noddings’ theory of care is based on an ideal home, this
ideal cannot be assumed for families who experience various forms of
violence, vulnerability, and precarity. In contrast, those subjected to
violence in its different forms are often under the threat of losing family
and home. Hence, the colloquium demands from us “an openness of
mind and heart that allows us to face reality even as we collectively
imagine ways to move beyond boundaries” (hooks, 1994, p. 207).
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