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Unrequited Love: Duterte's China Embrace, 
is about the story of former President 
Rodrigo Duterte's pivot to China, the 
factors that influenced him, the loans and 
grants for infrastructure projects as well as 
the unfulfilled pledges. It chronicles the 
attempts of China to influence the military, 
the political parties, the media and the 
public. The book looks at the impact of the 
policy shift on various facets of governance 
including the rule of law and the West 
Philippine Sea. Drawn on archival research 
and field interviews, the story begins with 
the roots of Duterte's affection for China, 
and leads to the maritime features that are 
the major sources of tension between 
Manila and Beijing, and the pushback by 
key government institutions.
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