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This presentation examines the ambiguous role of NU in the era of Joko Widodo. On the one hand, 
NU has played the role of promoting the idea of progressive Islam, such as endorsing pluralism, 
progressive Islamic interpretation, non-sectarian attitudes, and many others, but on the other hand, 
NU has been involved in a political stance that supported the emergence of a regressive movement 
for democracy, human rights, and political freedom. Theologically speaking, NU claims to be an open 
organization to the progressive ideas of the global world, but domestically speaking, this organization 
promotes a conservative and non-democratic approach to Indonesian politics. This presentation takes 
the NU period in the era of Joko Widodo’s leadership, especially his second term. This period is 
considered because NU functions as an organization that depends significantly on Joko Widodo’s 
promise. This presentation also highlights how NU employs many of its followers as political capital to 
negotiate power-sharing as well as economic resources such as mining concessions with the Jokowi 
regime. Last but not least, this presentation concludes that this organization intentionally plays 
inconsistent role to sustain its political presence in the public sphere in the Jokowi era, which probably 
continues to the era of Prabowo, on one hand, but it remains preserving the idea of Islamic reform to 
save the image of this organization as moderate and tolerant Islam on the other hand.
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