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Abstract

Notwithstanding the absence
of Israel-Indonesia - [ T e el
diplomatic relations and the R 7 ’x e F‘ o _Q
lack of Jews in Indonesia, : ; v e e S
sentiments toward Israel and
the Jewish community-both
anti and pro-Semitic (and
anti/pro-Israeli) attitudes-are
always high. The talk tries to
understand the logic behind
anti/pro-Jews and
anti/pro-Israel (and to some
extent Judaism and Zionism),
especially among Indonesia’ s various groups of Muslims and Christians by examining
the roots, factors, and rationales of their pros and cons from historical outlooks to
contemporary stances. | argue that even though views concerning Jews and Israel (as
well as Judaism and Zionism) are not monolithic but deeply varied, polarized, and
contested among the country’ s Muslim and Christian groups resulting in different
understandings and practices of inter/intra-religious interactions, Muslims generally
tend to be anti-Semitic and anti-Israel while Christians prone to pro-Semitism (and
pro-Israel). Multiple factors-both internal and external, local and foreign-contributed to
their differences and contestations not only because of the Israeli-Palestinian violent
conflicts but also religious texts and discourses as well as the complex uneasy
relationships between Muslim and Christian communities in the Indonesian social field.
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